Chocolate, an effective means of oral drug delivery in rats.
Oral gavage is an important procedure for drug discovery and efficacy studies using rodents. However, there are welfare issues related to the use of the method by inexperienced persons or for long-term studies. The authors describe an effective method of administering drugs to rats by mixing the drug with chocolate to provide a consistent and reliable method of oral drug delivery to large groups of rats for a long period of time.